Moroccan British Society

More accessible is the MBS

Since the re-lawunch of the MBS in 2004 and the
creation of the King Mohammed VI Fellowship at
Y Oxford University, the MBS has embarked on a new
strategy and a more proactive approach in connec-
tion with stimulating, motivating and facilitating

and collal ion amang the peoples of the
United Kingdom and the Kingdom af Morocco.

The launching of the MBS Newsletter to be followed by the MBS
website encompasses our main objectives to ensure better contact,

ltation and wnd, ling of each other’s bistory and tradi-
tions while providing the backbone and stepping stone for not only
creating epportunities for experiential learning, collective thin-
king but also collaborative action.

The MBS Newsletter is a modest first step in that divection. It will
initially be ing the intion news, M and British
news deemed fmportant for readers, Moroccan-British actions,
bistorical, political, economic, cultural and artistic events of
interest.

A collective app b and collab ion is needed in order to ful-
fil the above ambitions and aspirations; and as such we welcome
and invite input from all intervested in or concerned by Morocean-
British relations and by circulating information among cultural,
educational, avtistic, business, and industry entities involved with
the two Kingdoms.

With the Newsletter now, and the website soon to come, the MBS
hapes, by utilizing all channels of communication, to become more
accessible to its members and with the communities it strives to
serve. @

Lalla Joumala ALAOUT
President




the United Kingdom in the years to come.

In February 2003, Her Highness
Princess Lalla Joumala took over
the Presidency of the Moroccan
British Society, the main purpose of
which is to provide means for
Moroccan and British people to
acquire a better mutual understan-
ding of their civilizations, cultures,
and palitical, academic, scientific,
economic, financial, and commer

cial institutions.

Ambitious aims

and broad mission

Promoting and fostering  iriendly
relations and cooperative ties in
every domain between the Kingdom
of Morocco and the United Kingdom

reduines strong actions and effective

0
Society

With Her Highness Princess Lalla Joumala as its President,
the aim of the Moroccan British Society is to considerably

develop relations between the Kingdoem of Morocco and

planning. As a consequence, the

MBS will - according 1o ils statutes -
“cooperate with official institutions
and organs of both states, with which
it shall conclude cooperative agree-

ments.”

Within the framework of its mission,
the MBS will notably organize and

manage the mechanisms necessary

for reciprocal information between
both Moroccan and British circles
interested in the essential historical
their

aspects of both  countries,
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Therefore, the MBS will promote the

teaching and the use of English in

primary and secondary education by

providing teachers and students with

appropriate pedagogical  materis
and by allocating annual excellence
prizes for the most distinguished ins-

tructors and the best English langua.

g beamers, It will also initiate, s s »




MBS !

As a unique initiative to strengthen Moroccan/British

relationships, the MBS benefits from the support of

several eminent people who wish its newsletter every

success. Special addresses from special guests...
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H.E. MOHAMMED BELMAHI,
Moraccan Ambassador to the UK

The Moroccan British Sockety, under the able
manship of Her Highness Princess Lalla
witnessed a g ts activities. 1t has
a hands on a in fostering
ish C

In June 2004, the MBS accomplished an agroement with Crdord
University, establishing the King Mahammed VI Fellawship for
Moroczan and Mediterranean Studies within St Antony's College.
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Maroccan Embassy in London :
49 Queen's Gate Gardens, London SW7 SNE
Tel.: + 44 207 581 5007

H.E. HYDON WARREN GASH,
British Ambassador to Morocco

| have great pleasure in contributing to this, the
first Moroccan British Society newsletter,

The Morcccan British Society s young in years, but not in idess
When | first arrived as British Ambassador in Maroceo, two and a
half years ago, it was hardk e than a gleam in the eye. Today,
it Is a fully-fledged association, with a distinguished membership
in Morocco and in the UK. I3 achievements include, notabd
setting up of the King Mohammed VI Fellowship in Moroocan
Mediterranean Studes at St. Antony's College, Oxford. The esta
blishment of the MBS welrsite marks ancther rd
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British Embassy in Rabat
17, Bowlevard de la Tour Hassan. BP 45, Rabat
Tel;+ 212 37 23 86 00




wee promote, and assist the exchan-
g of academics and students by faci-
litating their recruitment, their recep-
tion and stay within institutions of
higher education in each of the two
countries, namely by granting them
scholarships.

Al these which

actions aim  at
improving mutual understanding
will be swengthened by the MBS
4

through the organization and spon-

soring of seminars, work sessions,

conferences  allowing Moroccan

andl British people to meet and that

of cultural events allowing artists

from the two countries to meet

each other, and present their works

in public within the framework of

These proximity actions will be

relayed by the edition and publica

tion of newsletters - such as the
present one - to inform a wider
public and by the publication and

issemination of books in all

fields, likely to help develop a bel

ter knowledge of contemporary

authors in each country, and cr

in the creation of

te or partici

cultural centres or libraries, which
would be stocked with reference

books of each culture,

CTETT
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And last but not least, the MBS will

act in a broader scope by encoura-

fing initiatives that aim at promaoting

British-Morocco  relationship  in
general. The MBS will thus allocate
an annual prize o reward Moroccan
or Britich citizens whose works are
likely to reinforce cooperation bet-
ween the two peoples and also crea-
te partnership relations, in coopera-
tion with official and private organi-
zalions working towards a similar

abjective,

An organization

dedicated to success

Achieving these goals requires not
anly clear definition but also a strong
leading and active management team.
Thus the MBS is composed of a multi-
disciplinary team consisting of a board
of members and a council both omga-
nized around an active president, HH
Princess Lalla Joumala Alaoui, The
board of the MBS is composed of both
distinpuished Moroccan and  British
members well known for their activi-
ties in the educative, economic and
social fields. It consists of 16 members
elected by the General Assembly, A
council of 3 members, in addition to
wiork

the President, supervises the

done by the management boared.

No doubl the strengths and skills of

this team will allow the MBS not anly

to achieve its initial mission but also
develop other social and educative
aims, by sponsoring and tlaking in
charge new projects between the
United Kingdom and the kingdom of

Morocca in the years to come. @




the Mohammed VI
Fellowship

The Moroccan British Society and Oxford University sign
an agreement for the creation of the “His Majesty King
Mohammed VI Fellowship in Moroccan and Mediterranean
Studies” at the University of Oxford.

lr was a unigue moment that was
shared both by Moroccan and
British personalities on October the
1th, 2004 during the reception
given on the occasion of the creation
of the His Majesty King Mohammed
VI Fellowship. A strong moment in
over four cenluries of Mosoccan-

British relations.

The ceremony began with the pre-
sentation of the members of the MBS
and the Oxford delegation 1o HRH
Prince Moulay Rachid by HH Lalla

Joumala - President of the associa-

Main duties of the His Majesty King Mohammed VI Fellow

» Teach various courses on Morocco and the Mediterranean region
= Supervise research undertaken by Oxford students interested in Morocco

and the Mediterranean

tion in and

= Conduct d research and

Mediterranean studies.

» Promote Moroccan British relations through the organization of cultural

and scientific events.

tion - who gave special thanks to His
Majesty.

It was then followed by addresses
from major political and academic
actors  involved in HM King
Mohammed VI Fellowship.

Sir Marrak Goulding i
P,

College,

s interview

Saint
Chris

Warden  of Antony's

Oixford, Patten



MICHAEL WILLIS
H.M. King Mohammed V1 Fellow
in Moroccan & Mediterranean Studies

| am a native Brit who is returning home after having taught at a university in
Maorocco for the last seven years. | started academic life primarily as an historian
studying Madern History and International Relations at Reading University follo-
wed by an MA in International History at the LSE. Several years away from study,
including one travelling abroad, sparked my Interest in the contemporary non-
European world. That, together with international events, developed into an inter-
&5t in the lslamic world and eventually led me to enrolling for a Ph.D. in Middle East
Politics.

| chose Algeria for my thesis research and focused on the |slamist movement. But in
the early 19905, it became extremely difficult to perform research in Algeria, And
in 1997, the opportunity of living and werking in the Maghreb came with a post
teaching political science at Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane.

Academically, | enjoyed being able to teach and discuss politics with North Africans
on a daily basis. Living in an Arab country during the events of September 11, the
second Palestinian intifada and the invasion of Iraq also brought me doser to an
understanding of the internal dynamics of a region that has found 1salf at the
centre of world attention, Living in Morocco also allowed me to focus my research
more on Maroco.

| am deli to have been to the new ip in Moroccan and
Mediterranean Studies because it enables me to maintain my links with Morocoo
whilst at the same time being able to expand and develop my own scholarship and
teaching at such a rencwned institution as the Middle East Centre and in such a sti-
mulating and pleasant environment as Oxford. My only regret is not being able to
bring the Moroccan climate with me: in Moroccan Arabic, London (and Britain
mare generally) is referred to as «The City of Cloudss,

name to the

Fellowship, His Majesty  King

Chancellor of the University of By
Oxdord, and Prime Minister Tony

granting His

Blair all insisted - either in person or
through messages addressed during
the: reception - on the creation of the
Fellowship as a major step in the
reinforcement and the development
of the long relationship exising bet-
ween Morocco and  the  United

Kingdom,

Mohamed VI is sending a strong
message not only to the academic
community but also to political
and business circles. Indeed, in

addition to scientific and academic
exchanges  and

Morocco and the United Kingdom

cooperalion,

will be able, by creating a fruitful

dialogue, better
understanding of each other's cul-

1o develop a

ture,

The creation of the fellowship was
also encouraged by British Prime
Minister, Tony Blair who declared :
“...d have no doub that this initiati-
ve of the Moroccan British Society
will prove a most warthy and effec-
tive bridge fostering dialogue and
understanding between the United
Kingdom, the Kingdom of Momocco,
and the region as a whale.”

Led by D Michael Willis, the HM
King Mohammed VI
Moroccan & Mediterranean Studies,

Fellow in

the fellowship will be organized

around a multidisciplinary teaching
program including a series of confe-

ars, some of which

rences and semi

will include the active wion

of the Moroccan British Society,

Teaching : lectures,
tutorial courses and
theses supervision

HM King Mohammed VI Fellowship
will be part of the Middle East Centre
at Saint Antony's College, Cwiord
and will focus on Morocco, North
Africa and the Mediterranean.

It will contribute also to other areas
and fields taught at the Middle East
Centre and more generally the



University of Oxford, at both the
undergraduate  and  postgraduate
levels. For the Academic Year 2004-
03, D Willis will give a lecture series
on the ‘Comy ve Politics of
Morocco and North Africa’ in the

Michaelmas {autumnl term. He will

follow this up with a tutorial course
on the same theme for interested stu-
dents from the M. Phil in Modem
Middle Eastern Studies during the
Hilary (spring) term. Dr Willis will
also contribute 1o the lecture and
tutorial courses on the Politics of the
Middle East and the International
Relations of the Middle East during
the academic year. The scope of
activities of the fellowship will also
include supervision of both master's
and doctoral research theses, This
programme will be developed and
reinforced through seminars and
conferences  on Moroccan  and
Mediterranean themes,

SIR MARRACK GOULDING
Warden of Saint Antomy's College

Interviewed by "L'Economiste” on October 2004, Sir Marrack Goulding
explained how the idea of creating the Fellowship was born and the
opportunities it will provide for both Moreceo and the United Kingdom. Extracts. ..

Why a Fellowship in and Med,
University?
The idea originated with my colleagues in the Middle East Centre of 5t Antony's
College, which is part of the University of Oxford, We were conscious of a gap
in our studies. a3 we have a large number of academics specialising in the
Machrek, but few having a ge of the

we were able a fruitful with Moroceo and
with the Maroccan British Society, and it was for this reason that we have crea-
ted a Fellowship within Saml Antony’s College. Through the Socluly we were
able to hold lengthy di with the whao finally
granted ws a donation of 24 million dirhams. We then appointed Professor
Michael Willis to the fellowship, as he has extensive knowledge of Morocco
having already taught at Al Akhawayn University in [frane. Dr. Willis has alrea-
dy set up a programme for students opting for Morou:an studies and will begin
his activities as Fellow this month. It is for the P
countries to establish intellectual contacts with North Africa, the Machrek and
Turkey, for it is clear that the EU has a great deal of Interest in all the events
taking place in these regions. | believe that these studies at Oxford will facilita-
te closer relations between Europe and its neighbours on the other side of the
Mediterranean.

Studies at Oxford

What is the scientific importance of the Fell

| believe that wider knowledge will be beneficial both to Europe and 1o the
Mediterranean countries, for the greater our understanding of each other, the
greater the benefit. We have received a Moroccan donation in order to create
the Fellowship; for our part, we will affer scholarships for Moroccan students
whao with to continue their studies in England. 'I?m s to be an exchange bet-
WEEN OUr two countries $0 as 1o create between us.

A wide program of
seminars and conferences

Starting from the Hilary term 2005,
D Willis will organize a series of

puest
5. Ranging
from politicians and diplomats from
the Maghreb 10 academics whao

seminars with high-pro

speakers on a weekly bas

research and write about the region,
the speakers” interventions will shed
light en the “The Maghreb and the
Widber Werkd”, Guest speakers inclu-
de George Joffe, Ahmed Osman,
Hassan  Abouyoub  and  Rahma
Bourgia.

Raising funds to develop
ambitious actions

“The establishment of the H.M. King
Mohammed VI Fellowship  in
Moroccan  and  Medilerranean
Stuelies is the most exciting develop-
ment in the recent history of the
Midelbe East Centre at Saint Amlony’s
College”, Theough this statement, Dr
Eugene Rogan, Fellow of the Middle
East Centre in Saint Antony's College
expressed his excitement for the pro-
jeet. As a major event in the modem
history of The Middle East Centre,
the:

Hlowship aims 1o provide the

opportunity for talented students 1o
ACCess its program,

The Fellow will, thesefore, work clo.
sely with the MBS and the Moroccan
Embassy to assist in raising funds to
provide for a scholarship program
that will being autstanding Moroeccan
studhents to Oxiord for postgraduate
studies. The objective is to be able 1o
raise sufficient funds to launch the
scholarship program  in October
20046,



The MBS is to play an important role
in raising funds for the fellowship,
An agreement signed on October
2004 with Saimt Antony's College
clearly lays down stipulations for the
distribution and raising of funds in
the following artickes;

Article 1 1 The MBS shall make a
fable an endowment of £1.5 million
to suppart the establishment of His
Majesty  King  Mohammed VI

Moroccan  and

Mediterranean Studies,

Fellowship  in

Article 2 & Sainl Antony's College will
wse the returns 10 hire a permane

Fellow 1o teach courses, research

topics, and supervise dudents in the
area of Moroccan and Mediterranean

Stuedies.

Article 3 : Both the MBS and Saint
Antony's College will work towards

The high point of the official launch of the
Mohammed V1 Fellowship was a reception
given by the Royal palace in Rabat on
October the 1ith, 2004. Sir Mamack
Goubding. together with Eugene Rogan,
Foulath Hadid, and the mew Fellow,
Michael Willis, travelled 1o Morocco o

attend it During the ceremony, an ofiicial

d awreement was signed in the prosen
HRH Prince Moulay Rachid,
the King. Sir Marrack '.nmllllm: signed on behalf of St Antony's and HH. Princess Lalla
Joumala signed for the MBS. The agreement included a commitment by 5t Antony’s to
wink with the MBS and the Momccan Embassy in London in a combined effort 1o raise

presenting

maney for scholarshigs that will enable Moroccan stidents to purae their studies in the
United Kingdaom. At the closure of the ceremany, individuals who had made important
contribitions. to the development of relations between the two countries and the esta-
lishment of the new Fellowship were decorated by His Royal Highness Prince Moulay
Rachid. Thoswe decorated wene the Warden of 5t Antony’s, Sir Marrack Goulding and
MBS members M Frank Law, M. Derek Comway, M. Anthony Bailey and Me. Foulath
Hadid, who was present in his double capacity of Honorary Feflow of 51 Antony’s and
member of the MBS,

The event received intemational press coverage and the ceremony in the Royal Palace

wars the highlight of two days of celebeation,

tion, and emphasizes a strong desi-

s financial mobilization added

1o the re to reinforce the dri

raising funds to provide scholarshi
to support students interested in the
programme.

Article 4 : MBS transferred the

endowment funds on June Sth, 2004

teaching progs

me and to the palitical and acade-
mic will behind the creation of the
HM King Mohammed V|

Fellowship are proof of its impor-

ween the Kingdom of Morocco and
the United Kingdom which will
b

“a secure foundation which

enables us to work together to crea-

te new bonds between our two

and Saint Antony’s College appointed  tance, The fact that His Majesty has  count as was declared by
Dr. Michael Willis 1o take the granted his name to the fellowship  Chris Patten, Chancellor of Oxford
Fellowship starting October 1st, 2004, gives all its dimension 1o its crea-  Universily, @
| DR EUGENE ROGAN,
= Fellow of the Middle East Centre at St. Antony's College
The establishment of the HM, King vi ip in and Studies

I 2004 was a historic milestone In over four centuries of Moroccan-Eritish relations. This new post is the
first chair dedicated 1o the study of a North African state in the United Kingdom.
In ish the King h Wi Fal the MES mrn’.luded a cooperation agreement that binds the
Society to the Middle East Centre through a series of it The sts a comman goal for the
MES and Oxford to raise funds to establish a scholarship programme 1o enable talented scholars from the Kingdom
of Morocco to pursue postgraduate studies in any field at Oxford. The Middle East Centre and the MBS ako plan to
work together to promote greater knowledge of the Kingdom af Morocco in Britain through conferences, seminars
and bectures by distinguished speakers.The Middle East Centre Fellows look forward to developing their exchanges
with col in Moroccan uni ies, both in Moroceo and in Britain. Fer all these reasons, we view lhe
st of the King i in Moroccan and Mediterranean Studies to be the most exditing
development In the recent history of the Middle East Centre.




College*

With 8 centres, Saint Antony's is the most international
of the seven graduate colleges of The University

of Oxford.

*With the participation
of Dr Rog,
Director of the

Middle East Centre

Fnum led in 1950 as the resull of
the gift of Antonin Besse of Aden,

a merchant of French descent, Saint

Antony’s College opened its dooss to
s first students in Michaelmas Term
1950 andl received its Royal Charter

in 1953,

The first Warden of the College was
Sir William Deakin (1950-68), a
young Oxiord academic who in the
Second World War became an
adventurous soldier and aide to
‘Winston Churchill. Sir Raymond Carr
{1968-87), a distinguished historian
of Spain, expanded the College and
its regional coverage and opened its
doors 1o wvisiting scholars from all

over the world.

Then Sir Rall Dahrendord (later

Lord) (1987-97) came 1o St

Antony's after a  distinguished

career as a social theorist and poli-

tician in Gern a Luropean

Commissioner and Director of the

Lendon School of Economics

He further enlarged the College
and developed its role as a source
of policy advice. The present
Warden, Sir Marrack Goulding ser-
ved in the British Diplomatic
Service for 26 years before beco-
ming an Under Secretary-Ceneral
United

at  the Nations.  His

appointment underlined the inter-



national nature of the College and
its links with government and busi-

ness.

MNowadays, Saint Antony's enjoys an
international reputation for scholarly
excellence and engagement in the
contemporary  world. The College
frequently hosts heads of govern-
ment, policy makers, opinion sha-
pers and leading academics in its

lectures and seminars.

The College attracts outstanding
postgraduate students from around
the world specializing in the social
sciences and regional studies, There
are on average some 250 students
from over 40 countries registered at

any given time.

Academically, the college specialises
in imernational relations, econo-
mics, politics and history of particu-
lar parts of the world - Europe,
Russia and the former Soviet states,
Adrica, lapan, China, South and
South East Asia and Latin America
and now the Middle Exst.

The Middle East Centre - founded in
1957 and directed by the lite Albent
Hourani- played a dominant role in
establishing Middle Eastern studies
in Orcford.

About the
Middle East Centre

The Middle East of St
Antony’s College is the centre for the

Centre

interdisciplinary study of the modern
Middle East in the University of
Oxford. In 1957, the Centre was
founded to promate scholarship and
knowledge on the Middle East and
North Africa. Under the stewardship
of the late Albent Houwrani the Centre
emerged as one of the premiere
research and teaching institutes on
the modern Middle East. The Centre

library comprises some 40,000

volumes, including extensive hol-
dings on  Morocco  and  the
Mediterranean world, The Centre
also houses an important archive of
private papers and historic photo-
graphs. In 2004, the creation of the
HM King Mohamimed VI fellowship
in Moroccan and Mediterranean stu-
dies enlarged the program and
classes of the Middle East Centre of
Saint Antony’s by opening it to study
of the Maghrel.

It placed the study of Morocco and

the Mediterranean world in its broa-

dest international setting. The King

"



Mohammed VI Fellowship bridges
two of the Faculties of Owdord -
Cwiental Studies, connecting the
study of Morocco to the Arabic
language and the world of Islam, and
Politics, where Morocco and the
Mediterranean workd are studied in
comparative perspective with other

parts of the world.

Its establishment has expanded the
permanent faculty of the Centre from
five to six. Fellows include: Dr
Walter Armbrust, Centre Directos,

who teaches social

and Professor Avi Shlaim, an expert
on Aralelsraeli relations. The com-
munity of the Centre also includes
research fellows working on lran,
tsrael and the Sudan, and visiting fel-
bows from lean, lseael and Turkey.

The ather centres
The other centres of greatest value

for the new fellowship are the

European Studies Centre and the

The College applicants should normally have a first degree in one of the following
subjects: history, politics, international relations, economics, economic history,

African Studies Centre, whose

regions overlap directly with the

world of Morocco  and  the

Mediterranean  basin,  Centre

Fellows teach and conduct resear-

in the humanities and social

sciences with direct reference 1o

the Arab world, Iran, Israel and
Turkey, with particular emphasis
on the nincteenth and twentieth

centuries. @

and is a specialist on Egypt: Dr Celia
Kerslake, who teaches Turkish lan-
guage and culture; D Philip Robins,
a specialist in the politics and inter-
national relations of the Middle East;
Dr Eugene Rogan, who teaches the
modern history of the Middle East:

dLES |

and |if

The college offers dlf[eren? :r:grus:

* Master of Letters (M.Litt.)}

= Doctor of Philosophy (D.Phil)
« Master of Philosophy (M.Fhil.)
= Master of Sclence (M.5¢)

= Master of Studies (M.St)

social

The Middle East Centre 5t Anthony's College Oxford OX2 6IF - UK

Tel.: + 44 186 528 4780. Fax: +44 186 527 4529. E-mail: mec@sant.ox.ac.uk

News

@ Prime Minister Driss fettan meets MBS chaprer in London during bis visit ar the invication of

the Brivish g men

relations between Morocce and the United Kingdom, ® |

Affairs and Mr Habib Malki, Minister of Education, Ways and means to foster relations between

the two Kingdows were discussed, especially as they pertain to culture, education and business.

T
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2004. The talks were centered on ways o reinforce
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